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Few people have had as significant an im-

pact on Northampton’s outreach to students 
and the community as Helene. She has 
worked with state legislators from the Lehigh 
Valley to support the conversion of the former 
Bethlehem Steel plant offices into the Fowler 
Family Southside Center—a hub of education 
and workforce development to which tens of 
thousands of people flock each year. She also 
was instrumental in garnering public funding 
critical to the construction of a new campus to 
serve citizens of Monroe County. 

Highly respected both on campus and off, 
she is the recipient of numerous awards, in-
cluding the Athena Award presented by the 
Bethlehem Chamber of Commerce, the Out-
standing Woman of the Year Award presented 
by the Bethlehem YWCA, the Women’s Lead-
ership Award presented by the Allentown 
YWCA, the Woman of Distinction Award pre-
sented by the Great Valley Girl Scouts, the 
Courageous Woman of the Year Award pre-
sented by Lehigh Valley Hospital, the Alumnae 
Award and Associates Award from Cedar 
Crest College, and the Pennsylvanians with 
Disabilities Award. She was named a ‘‘Mover 
and Shaper’’ by Lehigh Valley Magazine and 
an honorary alumna by the NCC Alumni Asso-
ciation. Last, but certainly not least, she was 
a national finalist in the White House Fellows 
Program. 

Her commitment to improving the quality of 
life in the community is reflected in her current 
or past service on the Lehigh Valley Planning 
Commission, the City of Bethlehem Zoning 
Board, and the boards of ArtsQuest, 
Musikfest, the Banana Factory, the Fine Arts 
Commission, the Northampton County Devel-
opment Corporation, the Northampton County 
Open Space Advisory Board, Cedar Crest Col-
lege, Northampton County United Way, Turn-
ing Point of the Lehigh Valley, and the former 
Allentown State Hospital. 

Helene earned a master’s in public adminis-
tration at Lehigh University, a master of arts in 
government at Villanova University, and a 
bachelor of arts at Cedar Crest College. Prior 
to joining the staff at Northampton Community 
College in 1985, she was a community and 
government affairs representative in the public 
affairs department at Bethlehem Steel Cor-
poration. I wish her well in her retirement—it 
is certainly well-earned. 
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IN HONOR OF ALL AMERICAN 
WEEK AT FORT BRAGG 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 25, 2016 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of All American Week at Fort Bragg, the 
epicenter of the universe. This week recog-
nizes the 82nd Airborne Division stationed at 
Fort Bragg which will be celebrating their 99th 
Anniversary this summer. 

To kick off the week, more than 15,000 
paratroopers participated in a four mile run led 
by Maj. Gen. Richard D. Clarke, who is the 
82nd Airborne Division’s commanding general. 
They were joined by dozens of veterans who 
cheered on the participants from the sidelines. 
This year’s event was particularly special be-
cause of the large number of paratroopers 
who were able to attend. However, we re-

member and celebrate the approximately 
3,000 paratroopers that are currently deployed 
around the world and were unable to partici-
pate. 

During All American Week, paratroopers 
and veterans will be joined by their loved ones 
in a week full of events that celebrate the rich 
history and legacy of the 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion; ranging from picnics and reunions to a 
memorial ceremony remembering those who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice for their 
country. 

Our men and women in uniform reflect the 
best our nation has to offer and events like 
these are an important way to honor their 
commitment. The paratroopers of the 82nd 
Airborne Division are the tip of the spear and 
maintain a constant state of readiness, able to 
be deployed in a moment’s notice to defend 
our nation. I am eternally grateful for the sac-
rifice of these brave patriots and am honored 
to serve them in Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in cele-
brating All American Week at Fort Bragg hon-
oring the 82nd Airborne Division. 
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OPIOID BILLS PACKAGE 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 25, 2016 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of the package of opioid bills consid-
ered by the House this week, which is a com-
prehensive approach that aims to address the 
country’s opioid crisis. 

America is experiencing an opioid addiction 
epidemic that is striking people of all incomes, 
races, and backgrounds. Every day, 78 Ameri-
cans die from an opioid overdose—this is un-
acceptable. The urgency of this public health 
epidemic is clear and this legislation is an im-
portant first step to addressing this crisis. 

This package includes a number of impor-
tant measures, including a provision to expand 
the availability of nalaxone and other overdose 
reversal drugs. It also encourages criminal jus-
tice agencies to integrate and sustain Medica-
tion-Assisted Treatment (MAT) programs. An-
other notable provision creates an inter-agen-
cy task force that encourages collaboration 
among the many agencies that come in con-
tact with addicts—pertaining to criminal justice, 
mental health, substance abuse, and veteran 
affairs—and promotes a holistic approach to 
dealing with the crisis. 

While the package includes these important 
bipartisan provisions, I am deeply concerned 
that Congressional Republicans refused to 
allow a vote on a provision to provide the re-
sources necessary to support this new strat-
egy. Congressman JOE COURTNEY offered an 
amendment to provide an additional $600 mil-
lion, which is also the President’s request, in 
emergency funds. Sadly, it was rejected by all 
voting House Republicans from being consid-
ered on the floor. The funding would provide 
necessary resources to meaningfully address 
the increasing tragedy of this crisis. Our states 
and districts urgently need funding now. 

Despite these shortcomings, I support this 
legislation as a step in the right direction. In 
the coming weeks, I urge Republicans to work 
on a bipartisan basis to provide the emer-
gency funding necessary to fully confront this 
crisis. 

WELCOMING JUSTIN MCELWEE TO 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

HON. DANIEL T. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 25, 2016 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I ask the United 
States House of Representatives to join me in 
welcoming my constituent, Mr. Justin 
McElwee, to Congressional Foster Youth 
Shadow Day. 

Today, I am honored to be joined by Justin 
McElwee, who is shadowing me as part of the 
2016 Congressional Foster Youth Day. 
Throughout his time with me, I have had the 
opportunity to learn more about Justin and he 
has had the opportunity to learn more about 
my work in Congress. 

Justin is a remarkable young man who has 
dedicated himself to the work of fighting for a 
better future for young individuals in poverty 
and those in foster care. Justin is studying 
international relations with the hope of working 
with international organizations who battle for 
the downtrodden in the United States and 
around the world. Justin’s commitment to 
serve his fellow man, especially young individ-
uals like himself, is commendable. I am hon-
ored to have had the opportunity to meet such 
a remarkable young individual. Justin is living 
proof that the circumstances of youth can be 
used to help shape a brilliant future. 

Foster Youth Shadow Day, launched in 
2011, provides Members of Congress the op-
portunity to meet foster youth in order to dis-
cuss and develop policy recommendations to 
strengthen the child welfare system and im-
prove the overall well-being of youth and fami-
lies throughout the United States. It has been 
an honor to take part in this program 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I applaud Mr. Justin 
McElwee for his dedication to serve those in 
his community and commitment to helping 
young individuals like him to build a bright fu-
ture. 
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PEARLAND ISD EMPLOYEES OF 
THE YEAR 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 25, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the following Principals of 
Pearland Independent School District for being 
named Employee of the Year. 

Each school year, principals, teachers and 
staff members are recognized by the school 
district with various awards as a reflection of 
their hard work and dedication to their stu-
dents and the school as a whole. This year 
five employees were awarded with the title 
‘‘Employee of the Year’’: Cindy Brown from 
the Education Support Center, Sharon Harper 
from the Food Service, Charlie Saenz from 
Maintenance, Laura Aguilar from Operations, 
and Abel Garza from Transportation. These 
employees go above and beyond to support 
the students and faculty in Pearland and we 
thank them for their exceptional service. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to these dedicated Pearland ISD staff mem-
bers for being named Employees of the Year. 
We thank them for all that they do. 
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